
In Confidence

Hello to all of you Omahaites out there.                         December 2011

Xmas Holidays are upon us once again and I must say that I can’t believe how quickly this year has 
flown by!
Already things are getting busier out at the Beach and I suspect we are going to have a lot of matters to 
deal with this Summer? The Omaha Night Patrols have started and if you need our assistance please 
ring the Office on 425-7113 and a Patrol will be dispatched to assist you.

Some recent incidents from around the Beach;
•  Boy Racers have made an earlier start than usual this year and we 

have had a number of incidents lately of vehicles being driven at 
high speed around the place with the annoying wheelie marks and 
other associated damage to grass verges, etc that these little idiots 
cause.

 If you ever witness a vehicle ‘lose traction’ like this, please take a 
note of the Rego number of the car and if possible a description 
of the driver & offence location – send this detail thru to me and I 
will liaise immediately with local Police. They can seize a vehicle for 28 days on good information 
like this and I have found this process to be an extremely effective deterrent not only on the main 
offender, but also on his associates 

•   Prowler/Peeping Tom – recently a young lady living alone in Omaha Drive was 
badly frightened one night when she noticed a male person outside of her address 
attempting to film her as she got ready for bed. Police were called but unfortunately 
the offender was able to make his escape. 

Given the time of night and the location of this offence it is likely that the offender is 
local and could be renting a property somewhere at the Northern End of the Beach? 
Without wanting to restrict anyone’s freedoms while they are relaxing at the Beach, 
can I recommend that our female Residents do take some basic precautions (like 
pulling the curtains closed) when getting changed, etc. If this guy does keep up his 
nocturnal activities I have little doubt that he will be caught.

• Attempted burglary – Jane Gifford Place – Around 5.00am one morning a couple of weeks ago, 
the owners of a Jane Gifford Place Residence were awoken by someone trying to break into their 
garage. The offender was unfortunately able to escape on foot when he realised that he had been 
noticed. Police enquiries are continuing into this incident.

•  Offenders – Beach clean-ups – In the past couple of months the Warkworth Police have handed 
over 5 youthful offenders to Insite’s tender, loving care for a day of Community Service each. In 
each case these guys are provided with 8 of the large, orange Council rubbish bags and unleashed 
on either Beach or the Causeway Forest to have a clean-up of these areas. The basic rules for this 
exercise are either; 8 full bags of rubbish or 8 hours of work? Most of the time they have their bags 
full in about 4 or 5 hours and they are then allowed to go home after the area they have cleaned has 
been checked thoroughly. 
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A great system as the Community benefits and these young offenders manage to avoid a criminal 
conviction, hopefully to never sin again!

Rodney Police Community Awards
As you may be aware, the sense of safety and security amongst the Omaha 
community is the envy of many communities across New Zealand. In fact, this is 
the result of much hard work within a three-way partnership involving the police, 
the local Omaha community and Insite Security.  To recognise this relationship, 
which has been in place for the last five years or so, I recently had the honour of 
receiving a Police award for Community Services from the Rodney District Police 
Commander. 

The success of our relationship is now being held up by Police to other similar communities in New 
Zealand as an example of how crime and social issues can be better managed with a unified approach 
being taken by all involved parties. Great news for Insite Security and Omaha as a whole and I sincerely 
thank all of you for your continued support and shared passion for our safe community.

This Police Award will most certainly go up on my bedroom wall to join my two other certificates - the 
67% result in School C English from 1975 (I have no idea where the Certificates for the other four 
subjects that I must have studied for School C have gone, but have a hazy memory of good surf up 
at Waipu the week of the final exams so I may have been labouring under some sort of a conflict of 
interest at this time???).

There is also my 1st Prize Certificate for the 100m junior backstroke received in Standard 4 from the 
Marist Brothers School in Vermont St, Ponsonby.  More on this fabulous sporting achievement later ….

In the meantime, here is a taster of the areas that we’ve focussed on to enhance the safety of our 
community

• Summer patrols at Omaha were established 4 years ago, ensuring that security staff were always 
on hand to provide an immediate first response capability.  These patrols have contributed to the 
early control of many potentially nasty incidents and will be maintained for the 2011/12 summer 
period.

• Active management of both fire and alcohol bans has been an on-going feature of our work, 
preventing both property and personal damage in the process.

• The 0800 662424 (0800 Omaha Help) number is not only easy to remember, but has been the first 
point of contact on a number of occasions where burglaries in progress or other unsocial behaviour 
has been reported – often resulting in successful apprehension of the offenders.

My trio of certificates, once mounted properly, will no doubt form an everlasting testimony to scholastic 
ability, sporting prowess and naturally a total commitment to the good folk of Omaha. I may even hold 
public displays at home so you can all come up and have a look!

Rather than keeping you in suspense let’s get back to the 100m junior 
backstroke……….. Gosh what a battle that race was – Shane McMillan was 
the favourite (he had been selected for the Auckland Finals once). The other 3 
swimmers were all jolly good and I had a bad habit in those days of swimming 
into the ropes dividing up the swim lanes & getting tangled up! 

The tension at the Tepid Baths was electric as the race was about to start. 
Mothers rushing to the Start Line screaming final instructions to the ‘Fruit of their Loins’, a smattering 
of Marist Brothers moving gracefully around the edge of the pool lifting up their black cassocks to 
their knees to avoid the puddles of water spilling over the sides, their little white socks getting soaked 
through the open mouths of their Roman sandals! 
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The competitors were all lined up nervously at one end of the pool, poised and awaiting the start 
whistle when a short delay ensued. Shane McMillan’s Mum received a verbal warning from Brother 
Gilbert (the Headmaster), after she deliberately elbowed the very elderly Brother Columbus out of her 
way! 

Crikey you could have cut the atmosphere with a knife!

Finally the start whistle blew and we were off. One of the other competitors immediately surged into the 
lead closely followed by myself and Shane McMillan. The first guy stayed in the lead until about half 
way down the pool when he was suddenly knocked semi conscious by a Life Preserver ring thrown by 
Shane McMillan’s Mum! (she later claimed that she thought he was drowning. Ha! (half the School all 
heard Brother Gilbert loudly whisper to the now partially recovered Brother Columbus, ‘the lying bitch!’)

Shane & I battled it out for 1st place and it was neck & neck for the last 50m of the race. Who knows 
how it would have ended if the string holding up Shane’s swimming shorts hadn’t chosen to break 10m 
before the finishing line? All credit to him though he did manage to finish the race one handed but the 
distraction of holding onto his shorts with the other hand clearly messed up his co-ordination and it was 
with some ease that I was able to reach the finish line a couple of seconds ahead of him – the clear 
winner on the day!

No doubt, even 40 or so years later this race is still being talked about in hallowed terms by those close 
followers of Vermont St’s sporting achievers!

(Special Thanks to Greg and Glenys McBain for their superb editing here)

 

HALF PIPE – FOR SALE

After 3 years of very happy use, the half pipe at our place is now For Sale. Our kids have now moved 
onto trampolining & we think it is time another Family had the use of this great bit of equipment. 
Manufactured with tanolised timber throughtout, stainless steel screws & galv copings, this half pipe 
has been built Omaha tuff! We have just finished sanding it down and re-oiling all exterior surfaces at a 
cost of $500. The half pipe is in very good condition and has years of use still in front of it. Replacement 
cost is $3,500 but we will let it go for $1,750 ono. The pipe breaks down into 3 sections and can be 
trailered away on a decent sized trailer. Measurements are about 7.2m long and 2m wide. Viewing can 
be made at 22 Paraoa Crescent, Omaha. 

A First Aid kit will be supplied FREE with the half pipe to any male purchaser over the age of 40 years! 
(I don’t care if you did do a bit of boarding 25 years ago dude. Try and ‘drop in’ on this baby & nek 
minute you are going to face plant!) – Translation of this last sentence available from any 13+ year old 
teenager. 
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“INSITE SECURITY”
KEEPING AN EYE ON 

OMAHA

Baby Sitter
The fabulous Jemma Harvey is once again available to help you out with her Baby Sitting services at 
Omaha. Jemma has looked after our kids for years and she does an excellent job. If you ever need a 
quiet night out as a couple, give Jemma a call on 021-591-165 or e-mail her at jemmadharv@hotmail.
com and she will take beautiful care of your little people for you

Security systems for New Homes & Businesses
There a lot of new homes going up around Omaha at the moment so If you are 
in the process of planning or even starting to build a new home or business 
PLEASE give Insite Security the opportunity to both design and install your 
Security system.
We have had several recent experiences where electricians have pre-wired for 
new alarms in homes.
 When we have then been called in to fit-off the actual alarm system, we have 
found; incorrect cabling used, detectors put in ridiculous places and a whole host 
of other costly mistakes that ultimately leaves everyone unhappy and a property very poorly protected.
Many Electrical Contractors are also not licensed by the Justice Dept to install alarm systems. These 
breaches could cause your Insurance Company to decline your claim for Burglary or Fire damage in 
the event that your Residence or business ever suffered either of these misfortunes?
As Insite is totally focused on only Security related work, you will find that not only are our prices 
extremely competitive (we install literally hundreds of alarm systems every year), you will also have a 
level of protection for your home or business that will be compliant to the highest NZ Security Industry 
standards
For all; New Alarms, CCTV Camera Systems, Alarm Monitoring, Rapid Response Patrols, Guard 
Services, Alarm Servicing please give your Local Security experts a call on 425-7113 

Fishing News
Due to the very mixed weather conditions we have experienced lately I haven’t been able to get out 
much. 2 weekends ago tho picked up a very nice 4 pound Snapper off Omaha Beach in around 25m of 

water but this has been my only fish for a while. Pakiri is running hot and cold 
fish wise at the moment and I suspect we need that 1 or 2 degrees warmer 
in the water temperature before the fish start to move in closer. Friends of 
mine who regularly fish out off Kawau and Flat Rock have been coming home 
with some magnificent catches! Off Omaha Beach 
this week I see the schools of bait fish have now 

arrived and the gannets are having a great feed off them. This is really 
good sign and hopefully we are going to have a great season this year!

Fishing gear and boat equipment thefts – I know what it is like – you 
get home after a full on day’s fishing, take a look at all of the gear stacked 
up on the boat and rather than put things away in the garage, decide you 
really need a cold beer and you will tidy up the equipment in the morning! 
Every year over the Holiday period we have thefts of; fishing rods, tackle 
boxes and expensive electronic equipment left in boats parked overnight 
in the owner’s driveways. It really is worth taking a few minutes when you 
get home to grab the rods and any other valuables and get them secure in 
your garage. The beer will taste a lot better too!

Wishing you All very happy times out there and have a great Holiday! See 
you around the Beach sometime soon

Chris 


