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Upper Hutt City Council is producing a ten 
year plan for the city. 

The Long Term Plan 2015 – 2025 proposes 
to make the most of what Upper Hutt does 
best: being a great place for families and 
for people who enjoy the outdoors.

This consultation document highlights 
the key projects and issues related to the 
Long Term Plan 2015 – 2025. We want your 
feedback on these projects and issues by  
20 April so we can make our great city an 
even better place to live. 

For more information on the Long Term Plan 
2015 – 2025, including our financial strategy 
along with our infrastructure strategy:

 go to consultation.upperhuttcity.com

 email askus@uhcc.govt.nz

 call (04) 527 2169 

Upper Hutt’s future

Have your say on the 
Long Term Plan by 5.00 pm, 20 April 2015 

ONLINE

Make a submission online at  
consultation.upperhuttcity.com

EMAIL

Download a submission form at  
consultation.upperhuttcity.com, fill it out, and email 
it back to askus@uhcc.govt.nz with ‘Long Term Plan 
submission’ as the subject

MAIL

Complete the form at the back of this booklet and  
return it to us at:

Upper Hutt City Council

Private Bag 907

Upper Hutt 5140

Or drop it in to us at drop boxes:

 Upper Hutt City Council reception  
838 – 842 Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt

 Upper Hutt Central Library  
844 Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt

 Expressions Arts and Entertainment Centre  
836 Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt

MAKE AN ORAL SUBMISSION:

We will be hearing oral submissions on the draft 
Long Term Plan in mid-May. To book a 10 minute oral 
submission slot call us on (04) 527 2169.

COME ALONG AND TALK TO US IN PERSON AT:

 Our stand at the March Madness Fair 
Saturday 21 March, 10.00 am – 4.00 pm

 Local business workshop, 
Upper Hutt Central Library 
Wednesday 1 April, 7.00 – 9.30 am

 Community, sport, environment workshop, 
Upper Hutt Central Library  
Wednesday 1 April, 10.00 – 11.30 am

 A public meeting at the Cosmopolitan Club,  
11 Logan Street, Upper Hutt 
Wednesday 1 April, 7.00 – 9.00 pm

 Executives and professionals workshop, 
Upper Hutt Central Library 
Thursday 2 April, 8.00 – 10.00 am

You can also join the discussion about  
the draft plan on our Facebook page at 

facebook.com/UpperHuttCityCouncil
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Have your say on the 
Long Term Plan by 5.00 pm, 20 April 2015 

As a Council, we have thought deeply about what is an 
appropriate level of rates for our city. Should we keep rates 
at some of the lowest levels in the region or should we 
invest more to make Upper Hutt an even better place to 
live? We are sure about one thing—we are committed to 
maintaining ‘business as usual.’ We will continue to invest 
so that we can keep providing the current level of service. 

Most of the increase in debt proposed in our Long Term Plan 
2015 - 2025 will fund important infrastructure projects  like 
upgrading our wastewater system, funding a new reservoir 
and improving important intersections in the city. In typical 
Upper Hutt fashion, we have planned and budgeted for this.

We have also looked at a selection of strategic projects and 
it is important that we get your feedback on these. We want 
to increase investment in Upper Hutt’s cycling and walking 
network, upgrade Harcourt Park paddling pool, and improve 
a range of other facilities. To do this we are proposing an 
average annual 3.2% increase in rates over a ten year period.

We think these projects would provide real benefit for our 
city and would set us up well to be a great place for families 
and communities to thrive in years to come. 

We have a choice to make. Now is the time for us to discuss 
what we want to focus on over the next ten years. We look 
forward to your feedback and working with you to make our 
great city even better.

  Mayor Wayne Guppy 

Come and discuss the Long Term Plan with  
Mayor Wayne Guppy and councillors in person:

Upper Hutt Central Library 
844 Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt 
Thursday 2 April 10:30am

From His Worship the Mayor

Mayoral hot seat
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Our city is one of a kind. In Upper Hutt we are surrounded by outstanding 
natural beauty and a wide range of leisure and recreational activities. 
We’re recognised as a great place for families and for people who enjoy 
the best of the outdoors. We have recognised our strengths and want to 
build on them. 

Over the next ten years, our city and our economy will continue to 
grow. We will continue to attract new families to our beautiful region 
who will contribute to thriving communities and businesses. Our plan 
is to improve our recreation offering, so valued by Upper Hutt residents 
and families. These enhancements would also appeal to a wide range 
of visitors who enjoy making the most of our spectacular outdoor and 
leisure opportunities. We also plan to continue the maintenance and 
renewal of our essential infrastructure assets so they remain at a high 
standard.

On average, Upper Hutt residents pay some of the lowest rates in 
the region. We’re incredibly careful with how we spend your money. 
However, we need to continue to invest over the next ten years on the  
essential upgrades to infrastructure that will keep our city working – we’ll 
have enough water to drink, our wastewater and stormwater systems 
will be well maintained and built to reduce the impact of earthquakes 
and floods, and our roads will be maintained and safe. In addition, our 
parks, reserves and Council properties will be kept in good condition. 
We also need to future proof our city to make sure we’re ready to cope 
with a growing population and changing demographics. This is business 
as usual and we anticipate it will mean an average 2.9% increase in rates 
each year over the next ten years. 

But we also want to make our city even better. Our city vision includes five 
strategic priority areas: environment, community, city centre, economy 
and infrastructure. These themes have guided us towards a selection of 
projects that will improve our facilities and the services we provide to 
our community. The total cost of these additional projects would see an 
average 3.2% annual increase in rates over the ten years. 

Long term vision

The priority areas for our city

Environment
We’re a scenic 

playground

Community
We’re family

City Centre
We’re a centre for 

opportunity

Economy
We’re enabling 

growth and 
success

Infrastructure
We’re connected

Have your say 

We want to know:

What do you value most about Upper Hutt?

What made you move here?
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Long Term Plan - Major Matters  

For the average residential rate  
payers, the proposed increase 

is equivalent to a cup of  
coffee each month **

** Assumes $5 coffee

The Council’s financial strategy explains how we will manage our 
finances over the next ten years. We plan to continue with our existing 
conservative and prudent approach. This includes funding the existing 
services we provide, covering the costs of maintaining our infrastructure, 
and making new investments—while still keeping rate increases at a 
reasonable level. In particular:

 We have well-established asset management plans that will continue 
to guide our decisions on infrastructure investment and expenditure. 

 We are confident that our Long Term Plan 2015-2025 provides for 
future infrastructure asset maintenance and renewal. We will fund 
asset renewal and replacement based on condition instead of 
depreciation. Therefore, we will run an operating deficit in some 
years. 

 However, we will achieve cash surpluses in most years after removing 
depreciation and income for capital purposes. We will also maintain a 
low level of debt within set parameters and a lean cost structure. 

 Council’s financial strategy aims to ensure intergenerational equity 
is maintained in the funding of infrastructure assets. This will be 
achieved by having renewals or replacement of assets predominantly 
funded from rates and new assets or improvements to assets funded 
by borrowing. Subsidies will also be used wherever available to keep 
costs down.

 Local government costs are increasing at a higher rate than the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) and central government has a growing 
expectation of the standards that each local council needs to meet. 
However, we still intend to limit rate increases in Upper Hutt so that 
they remain affordable.

 Rates will be kept within the LGCI* + 2% (includes a 1% allowance 
for growth). Please see the graph below.

 No changes are proposed to the current rating system. 

Find more information including our Financial Strategy on our website at  
consultation.upperhuttcity.com

Residential CV 

$333,000

Rural CV 

$719,000

Business CV

$899,000

General rates

(includes the regional amenity fund rate)
$967 $1,524 $7,046

Targeted rates

(water supply, wastewater, stormwater)
$917 Not applicable $2,254

Total UHCC rates (incl. GST) $1,884 $1,524 $9,300

Change (total per week, incl. GST) $1.13 $1.29 $6.40

Indicative rates for 2015 – 2016
The table below shows how an increase in rates would affect properties with an average or median 
value. For more examples, go to consultation.upperhuttcity.com

Rates over 10 years—if we  
do all the projects proposed 
includes a 1% allowance for growth

Our spending - What we do and why

*The Local Government Cost Index (LGCI) shows the forecast inflation (operational and capital expenditure combined) for 

local government over 10 years. Please note, as local government mainly spends money on infrastructure, the LGCI is usually 

higher than the Consumer Price Index (CPI) which reflects the changes in the price of goods that households typically buy..

3.2%  
Average 

annual rates increase 
including all optional 

projects proposed

2.9% 
Average 

annual rates increase 
with no new optional 

projects
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$20,159,000 over 10 years

Water supply – earthquake proofing, leak detection, water 
conservation 

$41,728,000 over 10 years

Wastewater – replacing old sewers, improving sewers in growing 
suburbs, reducing infiltration and inflow issues 

$16,311,000 over 10 years

Stormwater – reducing flooding, addressing the lack of stormwater 
capacity

$56,866,000 over 10 years

Land transport – maintaining our roads, improving safety, 
safeguarding against natural hazards, meeting potential growth in  
the city

$17,964,000 over 10 years

Parks and reserves – looking after our parks and reserves, while 
keeping costs down. Expanding Akatarawa Cemetery 

$10,564,000 over 10 years

Council property – keeping buildings fit for purpose

To keep our infrastructure fit for purpose our focus will be: 

$22.3 million
Wastewater project 
capital – Pencarrow

Infrastructure strategy
Our biggest 

infrastructure project

Planned revenue and 
funding for 2015 – 2016
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Rates make up 
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What is the Pencarrow Wastewater project?

This joint project with Hutt City Council is for the 
treatment of wastewater from the Hutt Valley. It covers 
the renewal and upgrade of major assets such as 
pipelines, pump stations, the treatment plant and the 
maintenance of protection for the pipeline which runs 
across the Hutt River at Silverstream.
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Infrastructure projects

These 
projects are 

included 
within a 

2.9% average 
annual rates 

increase (over 
ten years)

Major upgrades 
(required)

Pencarrow wastewater project (subject to requirements) $22.3 million

Key infrastructure 
projects (> $3.5M)

Waste water pipeline renewal $18.9 million

Water supply pipeline renewal $11.2 million

Storm water pipeline renewal $10.1 million

New projects 

(to meet increased 
demand or improve 

services)

Reconstruction of Fergusson/Main/Gibbons St intersection (increased 
demand)

$6.5 million

Rural roads upgrades (improve services) $6.1 million

Stormwater - Pinehaven Stream project (UHCC 50% cost share) $5.8 million

Fergusson/Ward/Whakatiki intersection upgrade (increased demand) $4.5 million

Water supply - new Cruickshank reservoir (increased demand) $4.1 million

Akatarawa Cemetery development (increased demand) $3.7 million

In accordance with our infrastructure strategy, Council is planning for some significant investment in infrastructure over the life of our draft 
Long Term Plan 2015-2025. The projects will keep our city working and are necessary to either continue the same level of service we currently 
enjoy or to accomodate demand. Some examples include:

Based on an assumption, the Local Government Commission 
has claimed that 70% of Upper Hutt’s wastewater and 31% of 
water supply pipes are in poor or very poor condition, and that the 
expected maintenance and replacement would be very costly for 
the city. It has claimed that other councils to be amalgamated will 
have to shoulder this burden. They are wrong and we disagree. 
From condition surveys we know that only 17% of wastewater 
and 15% of water pipes need replacement within the next ten 
years. One hundred percent of these costs have been budgeted 
for in the draft Long Term Plan.

Just the Pinehaven Stream, Pencarrow and Cruickshank Reservoir projects 
will add $32.2 Million to our city’s debt profile over the life of the plan. 
Upper Hutt City Council uses debt to fund these projects (with rates funded 
repayments) as it is not practical to rate fund them up front. For example, a 
1% rates increase is equivalent to $327,000 of capital expenditure for new 
projects. Whereas the same 1% rates increase would allow $3.1 million of 
debt funded capital expenditure.

To fund all of the proposed projects, Upper Hutt’s net public debt will double 
over ten years, increasing from $33.7 million this year, to $67 million in 
2025.

There are a number of important considerations to think about when you 
give us your feedback on the proposed debt level within this plan:

1  Even if we do all of these projects within the draft plan, Upper Hutt’s 
debt is still well within Council’s debt limits which are conservative by 
local government standards. Debt is capped at 175% of Council’s total 
income. That’s equivalent to a household earning $50,000 a year and 
having a maximum mortgage limit of $87,500. While we have this limit, 
even if we do all of the proposed projects over this ten year plan, Upper 
Hutt’s debt would still only be at 105% of income by 2025.

2  If we instead reduce debt, this will mean either a much greater increase 
in rates, or a reduction in the current level of service you enjoy. 

3  Significant new projects like Pencarrow are not ‘optional’ but are subject 
to demand. That is, it is sensible to budget and plan for them, but they 
may be pushed out further in time if the anticipated need does not 
materialise as quickly as was originally planned. 

4  In the context of the wider Wellington region, Upper Hutt currently has 
the lowest debt per capita of all the cities and districts. While our debt 
would double over the life of this plan, relative to the region’s debt 
growth, Upper Hutt will still be at the more prudent end of the spectrum 
when compared to the majority of the region’s cities and districts.

In consideration that the majority of the proposed future debt increase 
is to support core infrastructure upgrades, are you comfortable with 
this approach or would you like us to reduce our maintenance and 
investment expectations?

Debt—if nine councils 
become one
The Local Government Commission’s supercity proposal could see the 
end of your local council by October 2016. That’s a little over one year into 
this ten year plan. Under a supercity scenario, each of the nine councils’ 
current debt is highly likely to be shared across the region on a population 
proportion. That would see Upper Hutt’s debt go from owing 2.9% of the 
region’s debt (held by 8.5% of the region’s population), to owing 8.5% of 
the region’s debt (assuming a population proportion redistribution).

Upper Hutt public debt
(all projects)
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Have your say

We want to know if you support this project.

Optional new projects 
The table below shows a number of examples of new projects that are predominantly either new infrastructure or significant upgrades 
that are ‘optional’. All of these projects are important to parts of the community concerned, and all of the projects add value towards our 
aspirational city vision goals. 

These 
projects are 
within the 

3.2% average 
annual rates 

increase 
(over ten 

years)

Optional new 
projects

(improve services)

Community space $3.2 million

Facilities enhancements—Expressions extension $1.6 million

Boosting economic development $500,000

Small to medium ($100k-$600k)

capital expenditure for  
optional projects

Cruickshank Rail Tunnel walkway/cycleway $452,000

LED street light upgrade $431,000

Upper Hutt City walkway/cycleway network $281,000

Hutt River Trail upgrades (Rimutaka Cycle Trail) $253,000

Harcourt Park paddling pool upgrade $245,000

Total cost of all Long Term Plan 2015 – 2025 projects

Within the optional new projects, one in particular is a ‘no-
brainer’. The LED streetlight upgrade project will see an 
accelerated roll out of this technology across Upper Hutt. 
LED’s can save up to 50% in electricity energy and can 
reduce maintenance costs by up to 70%. The lights will pay 
for themselves over a relatively short period.

Total new investment cost ($)

Major upgrades (required) New projects (to meet increased  
demand or to improve services)

Optional new projects 
(improve services)

$20,000,000

$18,000,000

$16,000,000

$14,000,000

$12,000,000

$10,000,000

$8,000,000

$6,000,000

$4,000,000

$2,000,000

0
2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Community space 
(subject to a feasibility study)

Big > $1M capital expenditure 
infrastructure projects that are 
subject to feasibility studies

The next section ‘Making our city even better’ (pages 8 – 12) provides 
some more information and options associated with the remaining optional 
projects in the table above. You can also find more information about all of 
the proposed projects on our website at consultation.upperhuttcity.com. 
At the end of this consultation document (page 14) there is a submission 
form. Please let us know whether you are happy with what is proposed, or 
which (if any) of the projects you would like to see proceed. 

The total costs of all our proposed projects are presented in the graph 
below. The projects have been split according to required major upgrades 
and new infrastructure projects, some of which have been highlighted 
within the debt discussion (page 6) and the optional new projects from 
the table above.
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We’ve considered many ideas to make Upper 
Hutt an even better city to live in. We’ve 
selected the following projects for your 
feedback because they offer the best value 
and best fit with our vision for Upper Hutt.

All of the following projects increase the level 
of service that the Council will provide. 

Upper Hutt City walkway/cycleway network

This project would establish a network of commuter and recreational 
walkways and cycleways through and around the city. It would benefit 
both locals and visitors by increasing opportunities for commuting and 
sightseeing. The network would start with the development of ten trails 
that would radiate from a central point connecting common destinations 
and existing walkways and cycleways.

Have your say

We want to know if you support this project.

Capital cost
Annual  
operating cost

Debt per person 
(total over 10 years)

Average rates 
impact  
(Year 1 – 10)

$281,000 $1,000 $6.67 0.029%

Investing in our cycling 
and walking network

Making our city 
even better!

ENVIRONMENT
We’re a scenic  

playground

COMMUNITY
We’re family

CITY CENTRE
We’re a centre for  

opportunity

ECONOMY
We’re enabling growth 

and success

INFRASTRUCTURE
We’re connected

The icons below represent our city’s vision priority areas. We have noted where a project delivers 
well against these areas by diplaying them below the proposed projects on pages 8 – 12.
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Have your say

We want to know if you support this project.

This project would create a new walkway/cycleway from Park Street 
to Cruickshank Tunnel along the original route of the Upper Hutt to 
Featherston railway line. The trail could be extended from Cruickshank 
Tunnel to connect Gorrie Road to lead back to Upper Hutt, and to Parkes 
Line to link up with the Rimutaka Rail Trail. 

The trail would create a new recreational route for walkers and cyclists 
with historical interest. The project would depend upon getting 
agreement to cross private land. It is proposed that the project run for 
six years from year three. 

Cruickshank Rail Tunnel 
walkway/cycleway

Have your say
We want to know which of the following three options you’d prefer:

1. Do the upgrades even if it is fully funded by Council.
2. Do the upgrades only if it is jointly funded by  

central government.
3. Don’t do the upgrades.

Our cycle trails are a major drawcard for visitors to the city as well as 
locals. Sections of the Hutt River Trail need to be upgraded and widened 
to bring it up to the standards of the Rimutaka Cycle Trail which is now 
part of Nga Haerenga, the New Zealand Cycle Trail. Improving the trail 
along the Hutt River is expected to benefit not only cyclists, but also the 
local economy that services visitors to our city. 

We have explored two possible funding options.
Option 1: fully funded by Council

Hutt River Trail upgrades

Capital cost
Annual  
operating cost

Debt per person 
- total over 10 years

Average 
rates impact 
(Year 1 – 10)

$253,000 $1,900 $6.02 0.038%
Capital cost

Annual  
operating cost

Debt per person 
- total over 10 years

Average 
rates 
impact 
(Year 3 – 8)

$452,000 $2,700 $10.77 0.053%

Capital cost
Annual  
operating cost

Debt per person 
- total over 10 years

Average 
rates 
impact 
(Year 1 – 10)

$156,000 $1,900 $3.71 0.06%

Option 2: jointly funded by Council and central government
This option depends on part funding from central government, which 
has not yet been secured.
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Popular travel guide Lonely Planet recently named 
the Rimutaka Cycle Trail one of the world’s hottest 

travel experiences for 2015.

“Wellingtonians are wont to boast about their 
beautiful surrounds, from mountains to sea. This 

new trail shows off some of the best of it.” 



Have your say

We want to know if you support this project.

This project would create a zero depth spray zone next to the Harcourt 
Park paddling pool, one of the most popular attractions in the city’s 
parks. The spray zone would be created by extending the existing beach 
area. Due to the paddling pool being one of Upper Hutt’s most popular 
attractions, space often becomes quite confined. This project would go 
some way towards satisfying demand. A power outlet and concrete pad 
would be added for food vendors.

Harcourt Park paddling 
pool upgrade

Capital cost
Annual  
operating cost

Debt per person 
- total over 10 years

Average 
rates 
impact 
(Year 1 – 10)

$245,000 $2,500 $5.82 0.054% 

Expressions extension

Expressions Arts and Entertainment Centre is our arts and culture 
entertainment hub. Its popularity means it is outgrowing its existing 
space. It needs to extend to continue to grow so that it meets the needs 
of the community. Pending a feasibility study, a planned extension could 
include:

 Heritage gallery 
A permanent heritage gallery and museum space telling local 
sporting, history, and cultural stories to engage visitors.

 Workshop space 
A new multi-use creative workshop space for community and 
school use, also available for hire.

 Collection storage 
A museum standard climate controlled storage space for 
conserving and storing Expressions’ collections, including the 
nationally significant Pumpkin Cottage Collection.

 Conference kitchen 
A conference grade kitchen to make onsite catering possible for 
conferences and other large events, attracting more people into 
the city centre and providing greater revenue for the facility. 

Proposed start date: 2022 – 2023
Have your say

We want to know which of the three options you prefer:
Option 1: Heritage gallery, workshop space and collection storage

Option 2: All of the above (Heritage gallery, workshop space and  
collection storage) and the conference kitchen

Option 3: Don’t extend Expressions

Facilities enhancements

Cost
Debt per person over 
10 years

Average rates 
impact (Year 
8 – 10)

$1.26 million 
(estimated) for the 
extension

$29.93 0.212%

Cost
Debt per person over 
10 years

Average rates 
impact (Year 
8 – 10)

$1.6 million $37.87 0.268%
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Rural Strategy and Urban Growth Strategy

Our economy is expected to continue to grow in the coming years. 
This will create demand for more houses and for more space for 
industrial and commercial development. We need to think about how 
we respond to new demands and how we manage our future growth. 

The development of a Rural Strategy and a review of the existing Urban 
Growth Strategy are essential to create a roadmap for our city’s future. 
They will set out what can be built and where. This will help us keep 
our distinctive valley lifestyle and to protect our environment while 
allowing for suitable new developments. Without a strategic approach 
to planning for Upper Hutt’s future, the city is unlikely to realise its 
economic potential or to keep its unique environment. 

We propose working on these two strategies in tandem so we have a 
cohesive plan for both our urban and rural areas. This project provides 
for the implementation of the revised Urban Growth Strategy and new 
Rural Strategy. 

100% of this project is rates funded.

Have your say

Tell us whether we should continue to plan for higher quality urban and 
rural development.

Council currently provides both long and short term accommodation 
for a variety of community groups. Although Council has carried out 
maintenance over the years, a number of the buildings now require 
significant levels of investment to meet current standards. 

This project would look at whether we can improve the way we provide 
accommodation for community groups through the provision of a 
consolidated  community space. The first phase of the project would be 
a feasibility study looking at the community needs, assessing existing 
facilities, and reviewing the options based on these assessments. The 
buildings include those on the corner of Logan and Sinclair Streets, and 
the Hapai Building.

An indicative cost for a new facility is approximately $3 million and is 
proposed to be delivered in 2018 - 2019. However, full costings and the 
final details of the preferred option will not be known until the feasibility 
study is complete.

Proposed start date: 2018 – 2019

Planning for our future 
growth

Community space

Cost Debt per person over 10 years
Average rates 
impact (Year 
4 – 10)

$3.2 million $76.69 0.661%

Have your say

What do you think would serve our community best? 

• Upgrade the current community facilities

• Rehouse groups together in an all-purpose community facility

• Not sure, I’ll wait for the feasibility study results

Cost Rates change

$468,000 0.4% (year 1)
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Our economy is growing and we are seeing some exciting, innovative 
businesses thriving in our region. Upper Hutt City Council is supporting 
a selection of businesses through its economic development stimulus 
package which was first trialled in 2014-2015.  Council has signalled it 
wants to continue this for another two years so that we can support 
even more great success stories. 

The stimulus package waives key development charges, including 
rates, building and resource consent charges, and provides grants for 
business relocations and retrofits. Grants are also offered to encourage 
earthquake strengthening.

This would equate to $250,000 each year in years 1 and 2

Have your say

We want to know if you support this project.

Rural roads are costly to upgrade but having well maintained roads is 
vital for our rural community, and for the people who use our roads to 
access the great outdoors. 

Our aim is to make sure our rural road network stays in good condition, is 
accessible and safe. To do this we want to introduce an annual upgrade 
programme within the Roading Asset Plan. If we progressively upgrade 
our roads over time we will be improving the safety for all road users and 
reducing the risk of accidents.

Have your say

We want to know if you support this project.

Boosting economic 
development 

Rural roading 
upgrade project 

Cost Debt per person over 10 years
Average rates 
impact (Year 
1 – 10)

$6.1 million $145.58 0.537%

Cost Debt per person over 10 years
Average rates 
impact (Year 
1 – 10)

$500,000 $11.88 0.103%
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We want to hear from YOU!
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Blair Griffiths
M: 027 451 9561 | E: crblairgriffiths@gmail.com

Mary Archibald
M: 027 306 0559 | E: maryarchibald@xtra.co.nz

Paul Lambert
M: 022 130 1697 | E: spellbound@xtra.co.nz

Glenn McArthur
M: 027 542 9308 | E: glmca@xtra.co.nz

Hellen Swales
M: 027 528 6799 | E: hellen.swales@gmail.com

Dave Wheeler
M: 027 769 2390 | E: wheeler.dave@xtra.co.nzDean Rabbitt

M: 021 0828 7283 | E: deanusagirabbitt@gmail.com

Angela McLeod
M: 027 497 2761 | E: angela.mcleod@vodafone.co.nz

Steve Taylor
M: 027 337 8371 | E: bassman42@vodafone.co.nz

deputy mayor John Gwilliam
M: 027 527 9727 | E: john@mainstreetlegal.co.nz

his worship the mayor Wayne Guppy, JP
M: 027 277 1550 | E: wayne.guppy@uhcc.govt.nz

MARY ARCHIBALD JOHN GWILLIAMBLAIR GRIFFITHS WAYNE GUPPY HELLEN SWALESPAUL LAMBERT ANGELA MCLEOD STEVE TAYLORGLENN MCARTHUR DEAN RABBITT DAVE WHEELER
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Online submission

Facebook discussion

Independent auditor’s report on Upper Hutt City Council’s  
Consultation Document for its proposed 2015 25 Long Term Plan

I am the Auditor General’s appointed auditor for Upper Hutt City Council (the Council). Section 93C of the Local Government Act (the Act) 
requires an audit report on the Council’s consultation document. I have carried out this audit using the staff and resources of Audit New 
Zealand. We completed this audit on 17 March 2015.  

Opinion

In my opinion:

• the consultation document provides an effective basis for public participation in the Council’s decisions about the proposed content of 
its 2015 25 long term plan, because it:

• fairly represents the matters proposed for inclusion in the long term plan; and 

• identifies and explains the main issues and choices facing the Council and city, and the consequences of those choices; and

• the information and assumptions underlying the information in the consultation document are reasonable.

Basis of Opinion

We carried out our work in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, relevant international standards and the ethical 
requirements in those standards. 1

We assessed the evidence the Council has to support the information and disclosures in the consultation document. To select appropriate 
audit procedures, we assessed the risk of material misstatement and the Council’s systems and processes applying to the preparation of 
the consultation document.

We did not evaluate the security and controls over the publication of the consultation document.

Responsibilities of the Council and auditor

The Council is responsible for:

• meeting all legal requirements relating to its procedures, decisions, consultation, disclosures, and other actions associated with preparing 
and publishing the consultation document and long-term plan whether in printed or electronic form;

• having systems and processes in place to provide the supporting information and analysis the Council needs to be able to prepare a 
consultation document and long term plan that meet the purposes set out in the Act; and

• ensuring that any forecast financial information being presented has been prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
practice in New Zealand.

I am responsible for reporting on the consultation document, as required by section 93C of the Act. I do not express an opinion on the 
merits of any policy content of the consultation document.

Independence

We have followed the independence requirements of the Auditor-General, which incorporate those of the External Reporting Board. 
Other than our work in carrying out all legally required external audits, we have no relationship with or interests in the Council or any of its 
subsidiaries. 

Phil Kennerley

Audit New Zealand 
On behalf of the Auditor-General, Wellington, New Zealand

1.  The International Standard on Assurance Engagements (New Zealand) 3000 (Revised): Assurance Engagements Other Than Audits or Reviews of Historical Financial Information and  

The International Standard on Assurance Engagements 3400: The Examination of Prospective Financial Information.



Additional comments on anything in 
this consultation document  
(Attach additional paper as needed)

Specific questions
Overall, do you support our proposed direction? 
Strongly support / Support / Oppose / Strongly oppose / Don’t know

Rates—tell us your preferred option

 Cover existing core service levels only  
(average 2.9% increase per year)

 Cover existing core service levels and some new  
projects (as identified by you below)

 Cover existing activities and all new projects  
(average 3.2% increase per year)

LED STREETLIGHT UPGRADE

 Yes 

 No

DEVELOP THE WALKWAY AND CYCLEWAY 
NETWORK AROUND THE CITY

 Yes 

 No

HUTT RIVER TRAIL UPGRADES 

 Do the upgrades even if it is fully funded by 
Council

 Do the upgrades only if it is jointly funded by  
central government

 Don’t do the upgrades

CRUICKSHANK RAIL TUNNEL WALKWAY/
CYCLEWAY

 Yes

 No

HARCOURT PARK PADDLING POOL UPGRADE

 Yes 

 No

EXPRESSIONS EXTENSION

 Heritage gallery, workshop space, and 
collection storage

 All of the above and the conference kitchen

 Don’t extend Expressions

COMMUNITY SPACE—What do you think 
would serve our community best?

 Upgrade the current community facilities

 Rehouse groups together in an all-purpose 
community facility

 Not sure, I’ll wait for the feasibility study 
results

RURAL ROADING NETWORK AND SAFETY 
IMPROVEMENTS

 Yes 

 No

BOOSTING ECONOMIC GROWTH

 Yes 

 No

PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE GROWTH

 Yes 

 No

Do it online!
Make a submission online at: 
consultation.upperhuttcity.com

You can also join the discussion about the draft plan on our 
Facebook page at: 
facebook.com/UpperHuttCityCouncil

Online submission

Facebook discussion

Do it online!

For more information:

consultation.upperhuttcity.com

askus@uhcc.govt.nz

(04) 527 2169 

We want to know: 
What do you value most about Upper Hutt?

What made you move here?

Did we get our future direction right?

Debt—tell us what you think
 I am comfortable with the proposed level of debt.
 I am not comfortable with the proposed level of debt, 

but I understand it is necessary to maintain the current 
services.

 I am not comfortable with the level of debt and would 
prefer Council consider reducing its levels of service. 

New projects
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Make a submission
Simply cut out the form (along the dotted lines), fill 
out, fold, seal, and send. Remember you can add 
more paper if needed, as long as the end result can 
still fold and seal to the required size. 

Please remember to tell us if you’d like to present 
your submission to the councillors in person.

Freepost this form to council or drop it in to us at:

• Upper Hutt City Council reception 

• Upper Hutt Central Library 

• Expressions Arts and Entertainment Centre 

•  Our stand at the March Madness fair

If you prefer, you can make a submission online.  
Go to upperhuttcitycouncil.com/consultation 

COME ALONG AND TALK 
TO US IN PERSON AT:

• Our stand at the  
March Madness Fair, 
Saturday March 21,  
10am to 4pm

• A public meeting at the 
Cosmopolitan Club,  
11 Logan Street, Upper 
Hutt 
Wednesday April 1,  
7pm to 9pm

• Local business  
workshop at the  
Upper Hutt Central 
Library, 
Wednesday April 1,  
7am to 9:30am

• Community, sport, 
environment workshop  
at the Upper Hutt 
Central Library, 
Wednesday April 1,  
10am to 11:30am

• Executives and 
professionals 
workshop at the  
Upper Hutt Central 
Library, 
Thursday 2 April,  
8am to 10am

TITLE FIRST NAME

SURNAME

YOUR ORGANISATION NAME (IF ON BEHALF OF AN ORGANISATION)

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

TELEPHONE (DAYTIME) TELEPHONE (EVENING)

EMAIL ADDRESS

AGE GROUP UNDER 20  /  20 – 29  /  30 – 44  /  45 – 60  /  OVER 60

GENDER MALE / FEMALE FIRST TIME SUBMITTING? YES / NO

DO YOU WANT TO PRESENT IN PERSON? YES / NO WHICH DAY WOULD YOU PREFER? 12 MAY (8.30 AM START) / 13 MAY (4.30 PM START)

FREEPOST AUTHORITY NUMBER 71019

Upper Hutt City Council

Private Bag 907

UPPER HUTT 5140

SEAL HERE SEAL HERE

Upper Hutt’s future
by 20 April         

Please note that 
your submission 

will be made public 
- including your 

name and physical 
address

Please submit this 
form no later than 
5pm Monday 20 

April 2015 


